The following copy of the Press Release and Settlement Agreement and Release was provided to
AccountabilityinTheMedia.com by the Mount Vernon City School District.

Mount Vernon City School District Board of Education
Press Release

August 27, 2009

Being in the business of educating children, the Board recognizes the need to remain focused on
what is best for the students of this District. For the past year and few months, a federal lawsuit has
been pending against the Board, Superintendent, Middle School Principal, and Middle School Teacher by
the Doe family. Pending approval by the Knox County Probate Court, the Board’s insurance carrier has
resolved the lawsuit on behalf of the Board, Superintendent, and Middle School Principal with the Doe
family. There have been no admissions of liability by the Board, Superintendent, and Middle School
Principal. The resolution of the lawsuit against the Board, Superintendent, and Middle School Principal
has no impact or bearing on the pending administrative hearing with respect to the Middle School
Teacher’s employment. Due to pending litigation, the Board will not be commenting further.
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE

This Settlement Agreement and Release ("Agreement") is voluntarily executed on

N,

("Plaintitfs") and the Mount Vernon City School District Board of Education ("Board"). Stephen

Short ("Short") and William White ("White") (collectively "Defendants"), and The Netherlands
Insurance Company (“Insurer”™). In consideration for the mutual promises contained herein, the
Parties agree as follows.

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs filed a lawsuit in the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Ohio, being Case No. 2:08 CV 575, styled John Doe, et al. v. Mount Vernon City
School District Board of Education, et al. (“Lawsuit™), asserting various civil rights and other
claims against the Board, Short, White, and John Freshwater. Plaintiffs sought various relief.
including damages, attorneys fees and costs; and

WHEREAS, this Agreement only concerns Plaintiffs' claims against the Board, Short,
and White and does not concern or involve any of the claims made by the Plaintiffs against John
Freshwater nor the counterclaim John Freshwater raised against Plaintiffs;

WHEREAS, rather than incurring further time and expense in pursuing/defending the
claims asserted in the Lawsuit and to avoid the uncertainty of the outcome of a court trial, Plaintifts,
the Board. Short., and White wish to compromise, resolve, and settle their claims and differences
pursuant to and in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants contained herein and the
terms set torth below.

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sutticiency of

which is hereby acknowledged, Plaintitfs, the Board, Short, and White agree as follows:

COMT DRS00 1

http://www.accountabilityinthemedia.com/



1. Release of Claims.

(A) In consideration for the economic and non-economic consideration received pursuant to this
Agreement, Plaintiffs, together with their heirs, legal representatives, agents and assigns, past,
present, and future, knowingly and voluntarily, irrevocably and unconditionally release, acquit and
fully and forever discharge, subject to paragraph 1(B) below, the Board, Short and White, together
with their respective elected members, officers, employees, agents, directors, legal representatives,
heirs, agents, and assigns (except, as to each such related person, John Freshwater)(the “Released
Parties™), both past and present and in their individual and official capacities, from any and all
claims, demands, obligations, judgments, actions, or causes of action, suits, liabilities, debts,
contentions, damages, benetits, levies and executions of any kind, whether in law or in equity. from
the beginning of the world to the date of the execution of this Agreement, including all claims in
any way relating to or connected with-emollment. attendance, and participation as
a student attending the Mount Vernon City School District, whether known or unknown, arising in
tort, contract, or under the U.S. Constitution, Ohio Constitution, 42 U.S.C. § 1983, or pursuant to
any federal, state or local laws, regulations, executive orders or other requirements that were
raised or could have been raised in the Lawsuit.

(B)  Defendants and the Insurer acknowledge the Insurer is providing a defense for defendant
John Freshwater in the Lawsuit. Through the foregoing release, Plaintiffs are specifically not
releasing defendant John Freshwater from any claims. The Insurer acknowledges Plaintiffs are
not hereby giving up in any way any rights to seek attorneys fees, damages. costs, or other such
amounts tor claims against, or detense of claims by, defendant John Freshwater. Plaintitfs
acknowledge they are not entitled to a double recovery of the same attorneys fees. Accordingly.

to the extent Plaintiffs try to recover from John Freshwater attorneys fees already paid by the

el 1Y TR0

http://www.accountabilityinthemedia.com/



http://www.accountabilityinthemedia.com/



