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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
EASTERN DIVISION

JOHN DOE, et al., Case No. 2:08 CV 575
Plaintiffs, Judge Frost
V. Magistrate Judge King

MOUNT VERNON CITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION, et al.,

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF STEPHEN SHORT

Stephen Short, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, declares as follows:

1. My name is Stephen Short and I have personal knowledge of all matters set forth
in this declaration. I am the Superintendent for the Mount Vernon City School District and have
been in that position since January 1, 2008.

2. In August 2008 I received a phone call from John Freshwater who asked that his
personal items in his classroom be returned to him. I personally looked through the items from
Mr. Freshwater’s classroom to separate his personal items from school materials. I made a list of
those personal items I located after reviewing all of the materials in his classroom and made an
inventory of those materials [ was returning to him. That handwritten list is attached as “Exhibit
A.” On or about August 15, 2008, Mr. Freshwater came to my offices and retrieved those
materials from me. The materials that [ provided to John Freshwater on or about August 15,
2008 are often referred to as the “five armloads” or “five armfuls” of materials.

3. [ have reviewed the pictures of the five armloads of materials that Mr. Freshwater
claims he received from me. These pictures are attached as “Exhibit B” and were also attested to
and attached as an exhibit to a pleading and affidavit filed by John Freshwater in the case of John
Doe, et al. v. Mount Vernon City School District Board of Education, et al., No. 2:08-cv-575
(Doc. No. 97-9).

4. Nearly all of the items depicted in Exhibit B are not part of the five armloads of
materials that I gave to Mr. Freshwater. For example, I never, at any time, provided Mr.
Freshwater with his poster depicting former President George W. Bush praying with his cabinet.
Similarly, I did not give Mr. Freshwater skulls or a large piece of wood.

5. In addition, many of the items from the five armloads of materials that I gave to
Mr. Freshwater were not depicted in Exhibit B. For example, I provided Mr. Freshwater with a
dial 911 poster, Pledge of Allegiance posters, a bible called “God’s Game Plan - Athlete’s
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Bible,” the Bible he kept on his desk in his classroom (which is also known as a “Living Bible”),
and a booklet entitled Anabolic Outlaw, none of which are depicted in Exhibit B.

6. [ have attended all of the hearing dates in the termination proceedings against
John Freshwater as the representative of the Mt. Vernon City Schools. Until June of this year,
Mr. Freshwater always placed the Bible he had in his classroom (the “Living Bible”) out in front
of him during the termination hearing. Something apparently happened with that Bible and Mr.
Freshwater replaced it. At the hearing on June 22, 2010 he had with him a bible entitled the
“God’s Game Plan - Athlete’s Bible.” To the best of my recollection, that Bible, which has
noticeably ruffled edges, appeared to be the same God’s Game Plan-Athlete’s Bible I gave to Mr.
Freshwater with the “five armloads of materials” I provided to him in August 2008 and which
appears on the inventory I made (attached as Exhibit A).

7. I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed
on June 27, 2010.
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Exhibit A
(To Short Declaration)
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Exhibit B
(To Short Declaration)
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VASHINGTON DC. UNITED STATES — Inside the Bush White House on the morning of the State of the Union Address, as at every cabinet meeting. President George W. Bush (C) opens the discussions with P'm
ate Colin Powell (L) and Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld (R) sit to either side of him. — Photo by Brooks Kraft/Corbis e e s e et
oy
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